CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Marx and Engels

SOCIALISM, unlike the creed of the Philosophical Radicals, did
not quickly become a powerful force in practical politics, but
remained, broadly speaking, the ineffective creed of a minority
until 1917. As a system of thought, however, it belongs to the
same period as Ricardo and James Mill. After the failure of
Robert Owen, the Socialist movement, for a time, became mainly
French, and was adapted to pre-industrial conditions. The doc-
trines of Saint Simon and Fourier had considerable influence,
and the Socialists were sufficiently powerful to dominate the
beginnings of the Revolution of 1848. French Socialism of that
period, however, had still some of the defects of Owenism, as
wdl as others peculiar to itself. It had not a consistent body
of doctrine, or a practicable scheme for the transition from
capitalistic to socialized production.
It was only with Maix and Engels that Socialism reached in-
tellectual maturity, and became capable of inspiring a serious
political party. The Communist Manifesto, which already con-
tained all the essentials of their doctrine, was published just
before the outbreak of the French Revolution of 1848. Mentally,
it is to this period that Marx's system belongs.
To understand Marx, it is necessary to take account of the
extremely complex influences by which he was moulded. The
first influence was that of Hegel, which Marx encountered during
his university career and never shook off, and of which elements
remain in Communism to the present day. From Hegel came the
love of an all-embracing system, and the belief that history is
the orderly working out of an intellectual scheme, with the
same inevitability and the sham sharpness of logical opposition
as in the Hegelian dialectic. Marx's next experience was as a
German Radical journalist subject to all the difficulties of the
censorship as it then existed After this, his desire for knowl-
edge brought him into contact with French Socialism, and from
the French he learnt to regard revolution as the normal method